


































































































WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE
Council of the County of Maui

August 30, 2006

VICE-CBAIR TAVARES: Uh huh. So from what I understand from vesterday’s discussion that the clear well
project does not necessarily increase capacity.

MR. TENGAN: That’s correct because the capacity is restricted to the capacity of the plant.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Of the plant, right.

MR. TENGAN: Yes.

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay. Is there any other questions? Mr. Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. Question I’m about to ask, I don’t know if it goes
beyond the scope of the agenda. If it does, please stop me.

Mr. Tengan, a few days ago you issued a water advisory for the Upcountry area. Can you, I guess, give
us a status on what this is; and where H’poko Wells fit in; and what the contingency plan, in the event
that, in the likelihood that the ordinance could pass, where the waters from H’ poko couid not be used,
where are we with this? Are we right now at a point with. . .in terms of looking at a potential drought
down the line? Or is it just an advisory for the folks to just conserve water for the time being in the
Upcountry area?

MR. TENGAN: Yes. In reviewing the pumping data that . . . uh ... at the time, we could see a trend in the
weather getting drier. The reservoir levels were dropping. The inflows into the reservoirs were
dropping. The flow at Wailoa is somewhat sporadic in that it could be flowing at 150 million gallons
per day one day, and then it could drop to below a 100 million gallons per day the following day.

But the indication Upcountry, in looking at the reservoirs and the inflows into the reservoirs and the
daily demand, you know, we could see that the storage at the reservoirs would be dropping at that level.
And since that time, I think we’ve dropped about 3 million gallons up at Kahakapau and another
3 million gallons at Pitholo and the inflow is still relatively low.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. So at this point, since the advisory was issued, vou don’t see it being
lifted any time soon then?

MR. TENGAN: No. We intend to keep it as long as the reservoirs remain at a low level and the inflows are
low. We're going to keep on reminding the public that they should be looking and practicing
conservation measures.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay.

-4 .



WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE
Council of the County of Maui

August 30, 2006

MR. TENGAN: And not necessarily having to put them. . -hopefully, you know, we wouldn’t have to put them
on the mandatory restrictions. And that’s why we’re trying to manage our reservoirs by limiting the
production as. . .out of the plants to the inflows into the reservoirs. If we can accomplish that then, you
know, we wouldn’t need to call for a mandatory restriction.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay. Mr. Pontanilla.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you, Chair. In regards to the flow that you just mentioned, when
the ditch is flowing 55 million gallons per day, you start your restriction usage of the water. When it
goes down to 22 million gallons per day, then there is a meeting with the plantation to figure out
minimum requirements. Has the ditch flow go lower than 22 million gallons, and what would happen if
it does for a period of time?

MR. TENGAN: Yes. As I mentioned the last time it happened, as I can recall, was. . .like. . .between six and
eight years ago; and we did have conversations and discussions with the plantation as to how we would
share the water.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: And that was for how long a period?
MR. TENGAN: Ican’trecall. It might have gone on a week, two weeks.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Okay. Other than what you mentioned about the plan that was
presented to us earlier by a testifier, other than treating the water, how does this plan look to you. . .other
than treating the water?

MR. TENGAN: As I stated earlier, you know, we can draw the 12 million gallons per day, but we can produce
only 7 million gallons--

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Yeah, [ know.

MR. TENGAN: --per day at that plant. So by adding in more water into the ditch doesn’i really provide us any
benefit.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: What about drought periods?

MR. TENGAN: If we do go low, and as I mentioned in Chair Anderson’s scenario, when we get that low, then
it would provide some benefit though.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you. As far as the water meters and the use of H’poko
Wells 1 and 2, was that ever being considered as part of the meter relief Upcountry?

MR. TENGAN: No, it hasn’t.
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COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: It hasn’t. Okay, fine. Thank you. Thank you, Chair.
CHAIR ANDERSON: And there would be an EIS required if that was the scenario. So, Members, without

further ado, 1’d like to just defer this. It was just to give you the opportunity to ask more questions,
present these options.

Again, the Pookela Well could also help if there comes a drought and maybe we could. . Mr. Tengan,
would you like. . .I could see you want to respond. If you have a response to that.

MR. TENGAN: Well, I just wanted to add that, you know, over the past three years or so we have been issuing
meters based upon the Pookela Well coming online. 1 believe we've issued the equivalent of
200 thousand gallons per day.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay. I thought you said 300,000, but . . .

MR. TENGAN: Yes. [ was in error at that time.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay. So that’s helpful that we haven’t overextended that. Mr. Kane.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Just a final question--

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: --Chair, before. . .I know you want to move on.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. I want to move on because--

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you.

CHAIR ANDERSON: --we have a time constraint here.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you. The only other question I have is, with our discussion from
yesterday’s Budget and Finance Committee, where we moved forward to allow the expansion from
300,000 to the 3 million gallon clear well, Mr. Tengan, what relevance would that have once that’s
completed with respects to any need for the Hamakuapoko Wells? Is there some relevance or some
tie-in that once that is complete and we have increased capacity, that the Hamakuapoko Well now
becomes less significant in your. . .in the Department’s opinion? And if not, if you can just briefly
explain if there’s a relationship between the two?

MR. TENGAN: Madam Chair, yes. With respect to the Upcouniry system, I would say that the significance

might be fow in impact. However, those wells were installed and constructed to service Central Maui as
part of the old East Mauwi plan.
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COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Right.

MR. TENGAN: And so it was always intended to bring the water into Central Maui back in *99 or so when we
started taking the water. It’s a good thing we had those wells available to take Upcountry. Otherwise,
we would’ve. . .if you recall, we hadn’t put the farmers on mandatory restrictions. It was, I would say,
primarily due to the availability of these wells whereby we could take that water and send it Upcountry
and not put the farming community on mandatory restrictions.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you. Members, as you’ll note on our agenda, the next item is special counsel,
and there’s some things on this report that I want to bring forward for discussion. And unfortunately, the
attorney that we have, who’s going to sit in on this, has to leave at 10:30. So I’'m goingto ... um. ..

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: 11:30, Madam Chair?

CHAIR ANDERSON: Sorry, 11:30.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Are we deferring on Item 22 at this point, Madam Chair?

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yes. I'm going to defer that and keep it on our agenda if we need to discuss it in the
future.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (PRESENT: ANDERSON, KANE, MOLINA,
PONTANILLA, AND TAVARES)

ACTION: DEFER.

WR-19 SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR WATER-RELATED MATTERS (C.C. No. 05-42

CHAIR ANDERSON: But since we only have about 10 minutes, [ want to move right into executive session so
that we can get a chance to just. . .there’s just a few things on this special counsel report that I think we
need to bring forward. And so I'm going to now ... um ... with reference to this item, we will be
going. . .we will be entertaining a motion to consult with legal counsel on questions and issues
pertaining to the powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities of the County, the Council and the
Committee pursuant to Section 19-5(a)(4) [sic], Hawaii Revised Statutes, and to deliberate upon a matter
that requires the consideration of information that must be kept confidential pursuant to a State or
Federal law or a court order pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(8) HRS.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: So moved.

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Second.
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CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you, Members.

MR. RAATZ: Madam, Madam Chair, just one quick interjection. The first HRS section you cited, I think you
intended 92-5(a)(4).

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yes, I'm sorry. I'm looking right at it, if [ didn’t say that.
COUNCILMEMBER KANE: You said 19.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Oh, I said 19?7 Okay, thank you for clarifying that. So that is the motion, Members. All
those in favor, please say “aye”.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Opposed?

VOTE: AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Molina, and Pontanilla, Vice-Chair T avares,
and Chair Anderson.

NOES: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
ABSENT: None.
EXC.:  Councilmembers Carroll and Johnson.
MOTION CARRIED.
ACTION: EXECUTIVE SESSION.
CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay, so it’s unanimous. We will now go into executive session. . . . (gavel) . ..
RECESS: 11:23 a.m.

(THE WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING ENTERED INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
AT 11:25 A.M. AND ENDED AT 12:00 P.M.)

RECONVENE:  12:02 p.m. .. .(end of tape, start 34). . .

CHAIR ANDERSON: ... (gavel) ... Thank you, Members. The Water Resources Committee is reconvened.
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WR-19 SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR WATER-RELATED MATTERS (C.C. No 05-42)

WR-1 WATER SUPPLY RULES (C.C. No. 05-46)

CHAIR ANDERSON: With no objections, we’ll defer [tem WR-19 as well as WR-1 so that we can adjourn the

meeting today and we will bring up WR-1, Mr. Kushi, at our next meeting, It would be the first thing on
our item. . .I mean, on our agenda.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (PRESENT: ANDERSON, KANE, MOLINA,
PONTANILLA, AND TAVARES)

ACTION: DEFER.
CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you, Members.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: To deferrals.

CHAIR ANDERSON: With that, the Water Resources Committee meeting of August 30” is now adjourned.
... (gavel) . ..

ADJOURN: 12:03 p.m.
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